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REVEREND ROBERT ROBERTS 
 

                                

              Rev. Robert Roberts 1787-1875                    Emily Pepys Roberts 1794-1876 

                                (nee Nottidge)  

Robert Roberts was born 24 October 1787 at ‘Little Trinity’ 16 Jesus Lane, Cambridge in the family home. He 

was born to William Roberts, Attorney, and Lettice nee King and was the youngest of 4 children and the only 

surviving male.  

‘Little Trinity’ is recognised as one of the best domestic buildings of its era in Cambridge and is Grade I 

heritage listed.  

 

Robert grew up in Jesus Lane and attended nearby St John’s College entering in 1805, completing his B.A. in 

1809 and his M.A. in 1812. He was ordained a Deacon on 22 September, 1811 and became a priest in 1813. 
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In 1815 when Reverend F Merewether left the Parish for Leicestershire, Robert became the Vicar of Haverhill’s 

St Mary’s Church, a position he would hold for the next 56 years until 1871. He was also the Rector of Little 

Thurlow from 1819-25. 

On 26 October, 1819, Robert married Emily Pepys Nottidge, daughter of Josias Nottidge Esq and Emily nee 

Pepys of ‘Rosehill’, Wixoe, Suffolk.  

Emily Pepys Nottidge was born in St Pancras, Middlesex on 13th August 1794. Her parents, Josias Nottidge 

(1762–1844) and Emily nee Pepys (1775–1863) were wealthy wool clothiers who worked fulling mills in 

Bradford Street, Bocking and in Wixoe, Suffolk. Josias and his wife had a large family – seven daughters and 

four sons. In 1794 the family moved from Bocking to a large house with an eight-acre estate known as Rose 

Hill (Floriston Hall) in Wixoe. They were a religious family and the children spent a great deal of time reading 

religious texts and attending church regularly. (In 1845, after the death of their father, three of Emily’s 

unmarried sisters contributed to the founding of a religious community in Somerset, called The Agapemone, 

or Abode of Love. They were married in Swansea on the same day to three reverends from The Agapemone.) 

After Robert and Emily were married the Vicarage or Manor House in Hamlet Road, now known as Cleves 

House, became the family home and over the next 16 years they had nine children. 

Emily Lettice Roberts (1820-1887)  

Rev. Robert Lynford Caryl Nottidge Roberts (1821-1855) 

Susanna Maria Roberts (1823-1901) 

Louise Cecelia Roberts (1824-1918) 

Harriet Jane Roberts (1826-1827) 

Priscilla Roberts (1828-1852) 

Alicia Mary Roberts (1830-1909) 

William Caryl Roberts (1832-1895) 

Rev. Josias Pepys Roberts (1836-1927) 

 

 

This transcribed record of baptisms shows that in addition to his nine children being baptised in St Mary’s his 

grandson, Robert Lynford Caryl, the son of Josias Pepys Roberts who at the time, was a clerk in Holy Orders at 

Blyth, Lincolnshire, was also baptised there.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Somerset
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agapemone
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The family had its share of personal tragedies to deal with. In 1827 

the Robert and Emily suffered the loss of their daughter, Harriet 

Jane, who died on 13 June aged just nine months.  

On 22 January 1852 their daughter Priscilla died aged 23 years and 

three years in 1855 later their oldest son Robert Lynford Caryl 

Nottidge died aged 33 years. 

 

 

This 1851 census return shows the Roberts family living in the Manor House where they had three house 

servants. 

All the daughters who lived to marry chose a Reverend for a husband and two of their sons followed in their 

father’s footsteps becoming Reverends themselves. Only William Caryl was to choose a different path 

remaining unmarried. Census returns record him as being ‘having no profession’ in 1871, ‘having no profession 

or occupation / living derived from land & freehold property’ in 1881 and ‘living on his own means’ in 1891. 

When he died in 1895 he was described as a Gentleman.  

In October 1855, Reverend Roberts received a letter regarding a request to mark his completing 40 years of 

residence in the town with ‘a small congratulatory testimonial of his choice’ so that he might ‘retain some 

permanent momento of the affectionate regard’ of his parishioners.  
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A decade later, to mark 50 years of serving as Vicar of St Mary’s, the Committee and parishioners organized an 

evening at Haverhill’s Courthouse where drinks and tea were served. A maroon, gold gilded book outlining the 

high esteem and respect in which Reverend Roberts was held and bearing the signatures of parishioners and 

others from within the town was presented to him.  This book is a treasured possession now entrusted to one 

of his 4 X great grandchildren who kindly provided a scanned copy to the Haverhill Family History Group 

which, at the request of his descendant made further copies available to the Haverhill & District Local History 

Group and St Mary’s Church. 
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The cover and first five pages of the book presented to Reverend Roberts in 1865 are shown above. There are 

a further twelve pages of signatures recording the names of his Parishioners. 

On Christmas Day 1875, four years after retiring from his appointment to St 

Mary’s, Reverend Roberts passed away, aged 88 years. He was buried in Haverhill 

Cemetery in a plot that he himself had chosen some years previously.     
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In Memory of 

The Rev ROBERT ROBERTS M.A. 

Fifty five years Vicar of this Parish 

who died December 25th 1875 

Aged 88 years 

 

 

His obituary, which appeared in the Bury Free Press on Saturday 1st January, 1876, stated that “As a preacher, 

his voice was clear and his enunciation remarkably distinct. A gentleman in every sense, he had no difficulty in 

maintaining his proper position and after his resignation he scrupulously guarded himself from any expression 

of opinion in reference to clerical matters within the parish. All can remember having acts of kindness at his 

hands and on the last day he left his house, in a bath chair, just about one week before his death he made 

enquiries about a sick neighbour and also whether there would be any Christmas distribution of coals for the 

poor.” 

His wife Emily died just eleven months later on 12th November, 1876. She was buried alongside her husband in 

Haverhill Cemetery and her grave is marked with an identical stone. 

 

    In Memory of 

Emily 

Widow of Rev Robert Roberts M.A. 

who died Nov 12th 1876 

Aged 82 years 

 

 

 

St Mary’s Church has numerous memorials to Reverend Robert Roberts and his 3 children who passed away 

during his time there, including a stained-glass window.  After his death, the family restored the church bell 

tower in his memory. 

Family information provided by Lee Bennett, 4x great grandchild of Reverend Robert Roberts. Lee also provided 

the scanned copy of the book that was presented to the Reverend to mark 50 years of service to the 

congregation of St Mary’s Parish Church, Haverhill. 

Permission to use the silhouette portraits was given by Barbara and David Dundas. (Lee’s 4th cousins) 


